
Aid convergence is obviously a disaster in itself and can Mr Britton 
suggest an effective prevention of it? 

DROs have failed as Mr Britton agrees but how can they be replaced 
except by efficient international co-operation as suggested by me through 
an IRO? 

I trust that these comments are helpful and that it will prove possible for 
Unesco to further this very important topic of discussion by any means 
available to a United Nations Organization. 

United Nations water conference in retrospect 

The 'Fresh Water Resources' issue of impact ( r983, No. I) stimulated our 
correspondent to prepare the follozoing appraisal of the United Natums Water 
Conference of r972. Mr Biswas is a well-known international authority on 
water-resources development and environmental management. Author of 
twenty-eight books and well over 250 papers, he is currently President of the 
International Society of Ecological Modelling and Vice-President of the 
Internarional Water Resources Association. He lives at: 76 Woodstock Close, 
Oxford OX2 8DD (United Kingdom). 

Nearly a decade ago, in June 1972, the United Nations convened an inter
governmental conference on the Human Environment at the highest policy
making level in Stockholm. It was the first of the United Nations 
mega-conferences that set the pattern for international decision-making in 
the 1970s on critical global issues which required urgent attention and 
solution. The conference on the human environment was followed in rapid 
succession by several other similar major conferences on pressing inter
national problems. These were, in chronological order, on population 
(Bucharest, 1974), food (Rome, 1974), human settlements (Vancouver, 1976), 
water (Mar del Plata, 1977), desertification (Nairobi, 1977), science and 
technology for development (Vienna, 1979) and new and renewable sources 
of energy (Nairobi, 1981). 

Water Conference proposed 

The proposal for convening a Water Conference was first discussed by the 
United Nations Committee on Natural Resources in 1971. Initially, the 
primary objectives were to share different experiences in water-resource 
developments, review technologies available and provide better international 
co-operation. The idea of the conference and a provisional agenda were 
finally approved by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
in May 1973. By 1975, the topics that were being suggested for the confer
ence were Resources and Needs, Promise of Technology, Policy Options and 
the Action Plan. It was proposed at that time that Policy Options would be 
the central theme of the meeting. 

Unfortunately even in 1975, barely two years before the conference was 
held in March 1977, no Secretary-General was appointed. This meant the 
conference preparation and the overall direction suffered much due to the 
absence of a senior official who knew the magnitude of the global water 
problems and also had the authority to carry out the necessary tasks. Since 














