


Introduction 

Water has been considered to be an essential in gredient for human survival and 

development throughout history. For example, more than 2½ millennia ago, the 

Greek philosopher Thales of Miletus said "best of everything is water". While Lhe 

world has changed dramatically since the time of Thales, the fact still remains that 

human survival and well being continues to depend on water. Social and economic 

developments are often linked to water through a variety of pathways, including 

through food, energy, industrial and commercial activities, transportation, and 

environmental conservation. 

Technological developments and industrial progress have meant that the economies 

of developed countries are now less dependent on water compared to the situations 

that prevailed some 5 decades ago. However, in spite of these developments, water 

affects the economic, social and environmental conditions of developed countries 

in numerous ways, some direct but others indirect, some tangible and others 

intangible. In contrast, the linkages between developing countries and water continue 

to be strong, primarily because of their continued high dependence on agricultural 

activities because of food production and employment generation. In addition, 

developing countries still have not developed their water infrastructures to the 

same advanced level as developed countries. Accordingly, floods and droughts 

currently affect developing countries much more than developed countries in 

economic and social terms, especially in terms of extensive human sufferings. 

This situation is unlikely to change significantly in the foreseeable future. It is thus 

essential to objectively and reliably assess the future global, regional and national 

water scenarios in terms of their social, economic and environmental implications. 

Global water crisis: myth or reality? 

While predicting the future is an extremely hazardous business, one item can be 

predicted with complete certainty: the world in the year 2030 will be vastly different 

from what it is today. The changes that we are likely to witness during the next 25 

years will probably be far-ranging and far-reaching, and these changes will certainly 

be several orders of magnitude higher and more complex than what we have 

witnessed during the past 25 years. Among the main driving forces that are likely 

to contribute to these changes are rapidly evolving demographic conditions, 

concurrent urbanization and ruralisation in developing countries, rapid technological 

advances, the speed, extent and impacts of globalization, improvements in human 






























